FIRST OVER EVEREST
that the inscrutable influence some call luck, and others pro-
vidence, was with me, notwithstanding that I had been unfor-
tunate enough to lose myself. We were most hospitably
received by the local magistrate and an Indian gentleman
whose first form of welcome was to provide us with cooling
drinks. Then the Superintendent of Police, and later the Col-
lector, put in an appearance.
"Our first action on landing was, of course, to get into
touch by telegram with the head-quarters at Purnea, which
we had not been able to do at Shampur, there being no tele-
graphic or other facilities to be found there. The helpfulness
and courtesy of all concerned was really delightful. I was very
much impressed with the Indian magistrate and the Indian
police officer and the way he handled his men. I gathered the
latter was a bit of a hero, and that attempts had been made on
his life in revenge for his efficiency.
"In the evening, just before dusk, Clydesdale arrived in his
own Moth, with various items necessary to picket and cover in
the machine during die night. Characteristically, he had thought
all this out and got it ready as soon as he knew I was missing.
He had also flown my wife over from the main aerodrome at
Lalbalu to the head-quarters at Purnea, so as to be in touch
with the telegraph office. Petrol he was unable to bring, since
his Moth could not have carried enough to refuel the larger
machine.
"The Collector kindly arranged to put us up for the night
at the rest-house, and later on we were entertained by the
members of the Methodist Mission on their lawn. Dining under
a full moon on a calm and scented evening proved a restful
and peaceful way of ending a rather hectic day.
"Very early the next morning Ellison appeared in the Puss
Moth with Pitt as passenger and twenty gallons of petrol. How
welcome they were! The speed and efficiency with which Pitt
refuelled the Wesdand and started it up, was typical of his
work for us. I then took off before an enormous crowd, with
whom early rising, normally regarded as a virtue, appeared to
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